Malignant mesothelioma in infancy.
Malignant mesothelioma in infancy has rarely been reported in the literature. A 19-month-old female infant with massive malignant epithelial mesothelioma of the pleura underwent postmortem examination. Histochemical study confirmed the diagnosis by revealing acid mucosubstance in the tumor, which was removed by hyaluronidase. The tumor cell had clear cytoplasm that was positive for periodic acid-Schiff staining, which could be totally abolished by diastase. This correlated well with the electron microscopic finding that there had been massive accumulation of glycogen in the cytoplasm. There was no information about environmental exposure to asbestos.